


The Early Childhood Team,
Sport Bay of Plenty

• Kirsty Carling
Early Childhood Team Leader
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Once upon a time . . . .

• Stakeholders

• Swimming NZ

• Water Safety NZ

• Community Organisations
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Why Water Babies?

• 3 preschool drownings in 2012
• 6 school aged children drowned in 2012

• 5 preschool drownings in 2013 (+67%)
• 6 school aged children drowned in 2013

WSNZ Statistics



What did we want from a 
programme
• early years swimming lessons
• parental involvement
• education
• community collaboration





“The lessons have been great in helping with Te Mauri’s

water confidence so much that he has no problems with 

being fully submerged under water. Andrea is an 

awesome instructor. She creates a relaxing atmosphere 

(for the parent and child), is genuine and is happy to 

answer any questions we have. As a parent it’s great to 

know that you’re in the right hands and are being helped to 

equip yourself with tools and tips to not only help yourself 

but help your children. We enjoy the lessons a lot and are 

planning on enrolling for the next one ;)”





Any Questions?


