




10,000 Fruit Trees Can’t Be Wrong





Avis Leeson and Andy McGrath 



350 Schools, ECE’s, and Marae



From Raglan...



To Waihi...



From Manukau...



To Taumarunui...



From Small Seeds...



To Fruiting Trees...





Student Voice 

Listening to what our students wanted to 
learn about, how, when and why… 

Giving students agency to self-direct their 
own learning journeys related to food 
security and sustainability… 

Providing the resources and knowledge 
pathways for students to discover, 
practice and apply new learning... 
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KEY LEARNINGS 
● Feeding everyone is our goal 

● A hand up rather than a hand out 

● Start with a mix of trees 

● Involve your students from the beginning 

● Use trees that will fruit the following season 

● Look to your wider community for support 

● Involve parents, whanau and businesses 



Workshops 

● Pruning  

● Espalier  

● Organics 

● Permaculture 

● Preserving





“Community and 
Business support is 
crucial in maintaining the 
sustainability of the 
programme.” 

Avis Leeson









http://youtube.com/v/z0wHhv1fW20
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Avis Leeson 
avisleeson@gmail.com  

http://tvnz.co.nz/seven-sharp/wisdom-its-best-meet-amazing-lady-teaching-85-kiwi-schools-grow-their-own-fruit-and-veg-video-6494025 

Rhode Street School 
www.rhodestreet.school.nz 

Shane Ngatai 
ngatai@rhodestreet.school.nz 
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